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Risk Assessment: This is a specific risk assessment produced in relation to the ‘Sedgefield Schools Sports Partnership Athletics Festival (namely Sedgefield Dash). 
	Assessment Ref No:
	JDSD4
	Assessors Name:
	John Davidson

	Date of Assessment:
	21/5/19
	Review Date:
	Monthly

	Location:
	Hardwick Hall Hotel and Park


	Index No:
	Description of the 

task / activity
	Identify the Hazard & Reasonably Foreseeable Worse Case Injury (RFWCI)
	Identify who is at risk, numbers and patterns of exposure
	Details of existing controls & factors affecting the likelihood of an accident occurring
	Current Risk Rating
	

	
	
	
	
	
	R
	L

	1
	Walking/traversing the route. 
	Runners straying from the route/getting lost.

Spectators getting lost.

RFWCI = Distress
	All persons running the course for the duration of the race and limited period post run. Plus, others engaged in the delivery of the event, spectators and members of the public.

Exposure to the hazard is restricted to the set up, open event and close down periods.
	The course shall be flagged and maps available showing the route and immediate surrounding areas. 
Maps will be posted in the organisers’ tent. Maps will also be sent out with in competitors’ information packs. 
	1
	1

	2
	Participation in the run
	Due to the nature of the event, runners may sustain any number of common injuries associated with this type of activity.
RFWCI = sprains, strains, pulled muscles, dehydration.

Plus: Aggravation of a predisposed medical condition e.g. Asthma
	All persons running the course for the duration of the race and limited period post run.


	Runners advised to allow plenty of time to warm up.

Water will be available at the start and  finish.

Runners are required to write details of any medical conditions on the reverse of their race number.

Information sent out pre event informing runners of the nature of the run, the route being taken, the difficulty level of the run and the need for runners to be fit enough to participate.

Medical facilities available onsite (See item 4)
	1
	2

	3
	Interaction with vehicular and or spectator traffic
	Runners being struck by or running into vehicles or other persons not participating in the event e.g. spectators.
RFWCI = Broken limb
	All persons running the course for the duration of the fun run.


	Route barriered at start and finish.

West end of route barriered on south side to form barrier between spectators and runners.

North side of route permanent fence to perform same function.

Remainder of route will be lined with cones/rope to allow the cones to be easily moved if access required for emergency vehicles. 

Barriers/cones/fence separate public from athletes.

No vehicles other then emergency response vehicles to be allowed on course. 

There are 3 road crossing points to allow spectators to cross over the route. These will be marshalled by staff equipped with  hi-viz clothing.
The police have been informed that the event is taking place.
	2
	1

	4
	Medical Arrangements
	Untreated injuries and or illness due to inadequate medical provision available to the event.

RFWCI = Increased severity of injuries or deterioration of condition due to immediate medical care not being available whilst awaiting arrival of emergency ambulance
	All persons running the course, those others engaged in the delivery of the event, spectators and members of the public for the duration of the fun run and limited period pre and post run. 


	All medical facilities as detailed within the event risk assessment shall be onsite and available to support the fun run. 

First aid posts will be manned by paramedics and located at the start and finish. 
	1
	1

	5
	Bumping into other runners
	Collision between runners during the start of the race.

Collision between runners during the running of the race

RFWCI = fall resulting in bruising/broken limb


	All persons running the course for the duration of the race.


	Runners advised to:

· Run responsibly

· Leave adequate space between themselves and other runners

· Overtake only when safe to do so
	2
	1

	6
	Ground conditions
	Slips trips, falls, and uneven / changing ground conditions. 

Slippery ground conditions due to wet/adverse weather conditions.

RFWCI = fall resulting in bruising/broken limbs
	All persons running the course, those others engaged in the delivery of the event, spectators and members of the public for the duration of the race and limited period pre and post run. 
	All persons to exercise care when traversing the site. Advisory note placed in the event programme regarding the importance of wearing appropriate footwear.

Runners should walk if coming across a hazard and inform other runners of the hazard.

During wet weather and as a result in the build up of mud, ground conditions may deteriorate and become slippery. The event stewards and safety officer shall monitor the ground conditions and make a dynamic assessment of the need for further controls/cancellation of the event as appropriate.
	2
	1

	7
	Uneven Ground
	Slips trips, falls, and uneven / changing ground conditions. 

Slippery ground conditions due to wet/adverse weather conditions.

RFWCI = fall resulting in bruising/broken limb

	All persons running the course, those others engaged in the delivery of the event, spectators and members of the public for the duration of the race and limited period pre and post run.
	All persons to exercise care when traversing the site. Advisory note placed in the event programme regarding the importance of wearing appropriate footwear.

Runners should walk if coming across a hazard and inform other runners of the hazard.

During wet weather and as a result in the build up of mud, ground conditions may deteriorate and become slippery. The event stewards and safety officer shall monitor the ground conditions and make a dynamic assessment of the need for further controls/cancellation of the event as appropriate.


	2
	1

	8
	Weather conditions
	Thermal discomfort due to extremes of temperature and/or wet weather.  

RFWCI =  hyperthermia/ hypothermia/ heat stroke

Secondary effects from adverse weather including: mud,  thunder and lightning, fog etc may result in the need to dynamically assess the controls laid out within this assessment. 
	All runners and those persons engaged in the delivery of the race for the periods immediately before the run, during and for a limited period post run.

The duration of the entire run including set up and breakdown is not expected to exceed a total of five hours. 


	All persons are advised to wear clothing appropriate to weather conditions. 

In cold weather, access to a warm area and hot drinks shall be available to stewards and those others involved in the delivery of the event. 

In hot weather conditions persons shall be advised to apply sun block, wear a hat, take frequent breaks in a cool sheltered area to avoid heat stroke and to drink plenty of water to avoid dehydration. 


Extreme weather conditions to be monitored by the event safety officer.
	2
	1

	9
	Contact with animals
	Interaction between runners and animals/livestock eg dogs/geese.

RFWCI = bite or blunt trauma (kick, head butt etc) cuts and bruises, broken limb.


	The event takes place in a country park/hotel grounds. It is therefore likely that runners, spectators etc will meet animals identified.

All persons running the course, those others engaged in the delivery of the event, spectators and members of the public for the duration of the race and limited period pre and post run may come across the hazards.
	Any persons coming onto contact with any animals should walk calmly past the animal and make no attempt to interact with the animal in any way. Remember animals can become startled and behave in an unpredictable manner.

Dogs should remain on a lead at all times and be under the control of the handler. Dogs considered not to be under appropriate control or that in the opinion of officials presents a risk to any person(s), will be asked to remove the dog from the site.
	2
	1

	10
	Natural occurring hazards, trees etc
	Slip, trip or fall as a result of contact with the hazard.

RFWCI = bite or blunt trauma, cuts and bruises, broken limb.

	All persons running the course, those others engaged in the delivery of the event, spectators and members of the public for the duration of the fun run and limited period pre and post run.
	The route will be surveyed pre event by the organising officials who shall upon identifying a significant hazard, consult with the event organiser and measure shall be introduced to minimise the risks.
	2
	1

	11
	Participation in the Run
	Circular pond in middle of route

Slippery / poorly defined pond edges / banks

Pond location

Inadvertent access

Lack of supervision

Runners straying from the route

RFWCI = Slips, trips and falls, cuts and abrasions, drowning plus injuires /access occur unnoticed.

	All persons running the course for the duration of the race and limited period post run. Plus, others engaged in the delivery of the event, spectators and members of the public.

Exposure to the hazard is restricted to the set up, open event and close down periods.


	The pond is located so that it is clearly visible.

Edges of the pond clearly visible, no steep or slippery banks.

Deeper zone positioned away from the edges where access is not possible.

Pond regularly maintained to ensure that the perimeter does not become obscured and that the area around the pond does not deteriorate.

Slip / tripping hazards eliminated from the surrounding area.

Pond fenced off by cones / rope.

Stewards / staff to be aware of potential harm / risk.

Stewards to be posted at location
	2
	1

	12
	Officials for the event including stewarding of the course
	All hazards as mentioned above plus conflict between stewards and runners and or spectators/members of the public

RFWCI = Physical assault resulting in injured party requiring medical treatment and removal from duty.

	Those persons engaged in the delivery of the race for the periods immediately before the run, during and for a limited period post run.


	Officials and stewards to be posted at various points around the course.

All persons engaged in these activities shall;

· Be an appropriate adult aged 18 or over.

· Receive a safety briefing prior to undertaking duties

· Be in communication/ line of sight with other stewards so as to be able to summon assistance if required

· Not engage in lone working activities without such activities being subject to additional specific risk assessment 

· Wear as a minimum a hi-viz vest correctly fastened 

· Wear sturdy footwear suitable for the terrain.
	2
	1

	13
	Lost children
	Children attending the event reported lost or found.

RFWCI = Anxiety, Abduction.

	All persons attending the event, including athletes, spectators and members of the public for the duration of the fun run and limited period pre and post run.
	Lost children facilities at finish.

Stewards / staff to be aware of potential re lost/found children.

Safety Officer to coordinate actions.
	1
	1

	14
	Car Parking
	Entry to/from car park area.

(Hotel/East Gate)

RFWCI = Damage to vehicles, Injury to pedestrians.
	All persons attending the event, including athletes, spectators and members of the public for the duration of the fun run and limited period pre and post run.
	Information sent out pre event.

Included in competitors’ information packs.

Entry/Exit to be controlled by Marshalls.
	1
	1

	15
	Arrival at Event
	Children unaccompanied

RFWCI = Anxiety
	All athletes/schools attending the event for the duration of the fun run and limited period pre and post run.
	Information sent out to schools re participation in run and responsibilities.

Teacher/Responsible Adult to be with children at all times.

Helpers to escort children/teachers from car park to start.
	1
	1

	16
	Electrical
	Injuries occurring from faulty equipment namely public address/inflatable finish line/generator
RFWCI = Electric shocks, burns, fires, fatality.
	Most at risk include maintenance staff, those working with electrical equipment.

All persons attending the event, including athletes, spectators and members of the public for the duration of the fun run and limited period pre and post run.
	Equipment installed by competent contractor.

Inflatable (Finish Line)
· Tested prior to event

· Anchored in place

If wind speed exceeds maximum limit to be dismantled
Generator
In addition to above, barried to prevent access by non authorised personnel

Appropriate fire extinguisher in place
	2
	1

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	This risk assessment has been accepted by:
	
	

	Position within the organisation:
	
	

	Signature:
	
	Dated:











L = Likelihood










R = Risk

